INCREASE FUNDING FOR

SIXTH FORM EDUCATION

RaisetheRate.org.uk
#raisetherate

Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer
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29" August 2019
Dear Sajid,

We are writing to you as MPs with school sixth forms, sixth form colleges and FE colleges in our
constituencies to ask that you prioritise investment in 16 to 18 education in the forthcoming
spending round.

The Institute for Fiscal Studies reports that education funding for 16 to 18 year olds “has seen the
biggest squeeze of all stages of education for young people in recent years”. This is having a
serious impact on students. A recent survey of schools and colleges for the Raise the Rate
campaign found that:

e 78% have reduced student support services or extra-curricular activities as a result of
funding pressures — with significant cuts to mental health support, employability skills and
careers advice

e 51% of schools and colleges have dropped courses in modern foreign languages, with A
levels in German, French and Spanish the main casualties

e 38% have dropped STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) courses

The underinvestment in sixth form education is bad for students, bad for social mobility and bad
for the economy. A central aim of the Industrial Strategy is to help young people to develop the
skills they need to do the high-paid, high-skilled jobs of the future. The post-Brexit economy will be
driven by leaders, scientists, technicians, engineers and others that will all pass through the pivotal
phase of 16 to 18 education, so we must ensure that it is properly funded.

We urge you to use the spending review to implement the first recommendation in A ten-year plan
for school and college funding - the report published by the Education Committee in July - which is
to “urgently address underfunding in further education by increasing the base rate from £4,000 to
at least £4,760, rising in line with inflation.”

This is the only way to ensure that schools and colleges can increase student services to minimum
required levels, protect minority subjects and reverse the decline in extra-curricular activities and
work experience. The additional funding proposed for T levels is welcome, but will have no impact
on the vast majority of young people who study A levels or applied general qualifications.

We look forward to hearing from you.
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